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Prasad rubbishes allegatlons that
Govt sought to SNOOP on social media

Union Minister
downplays BJP's
losses in bypolls,
blames ‘local factors’

KV KURMANATH

Hyderabad, May 31

Union Minister for Information
and Technology and Law and
Justice Ravi Shankar Prasad has
denied charges that the Govern-
ment. made attempts to snoop
on social media profiles and
posts.

“We are a democracy and we
support freedom of social media.
The allegations (of snooping) are
baseless,” the Minister said.

Highlighting the performance
of the Modi government over the
past fouryears, here on Thursday,
the Minister said the Union gov-
ernment had made significant
achievements in providing jobs,
financial inclusion, Make-in-In-
dia and Digital India.

' The Minister, along with some

other Cabinet colleagues, isona .

multi-city tour to showcase the
achievements of the Modi gov-
ernment over the past four years.

Bypolls ‘not a barometer’
Replying toa queryon theresults
of bypolls, in which BJP lost some
Lok Sabha seats, he said the
byelections are not “barometers”
as a lot of local factors may have
influenced the results.

Prasad said that under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s leader-
ship, India got a corruption-free
and transparent government.

He said the Modi government

Union Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad addressing the media on the
48 months of Transforming India, in Hyderabad, on Thursday. kvs Gii

took many bold decisions in the
interest of the nation, such as the
surgical strike across the Line of
Contro and the demonetisation
of high-value currency notes.

Mobile manufacturing

Giving a presentation on the
achievernents, he said the Make-
in-India campaign had catapul-
ted country’s mobile manufac-
turing capacities.

“From just two in 2013, the
number of mobile manufactur-
ing facilities went up to 120 in the
last four years. This resulted in
the number of mobile phones
manufactured to 27.5 crore units
from six crore units four years
ago. We are expecting this to g0
up to 50 crore units next year,”
Ravi Shankar Prasad said.

He said the government had -

encouraged BPOs (Business Pro-

cess Outsourcing facilities) to
come upinrural areas. “There are
91 BPOs functioning in 21 States,
including in the North-East,” he
said.

He said the IT ecosystem in the
country was increasing signific-
antly. “Facebook, Twitter and
WhatsApp - have their biggest
footprint in the country. E-com-
merce is raising,” he said.

Rising fuel prices

On fuel prices, he said the gov-
ernment has a holistic, long-
term view on the issue. He noted
that fuel prices had come down
eight or nine times in the past
four years. He said the govern-
ment was working on develop-
ing alternative sources of power.

On Aadhaar, Prasad said the

data was safe and secure. “About
80 crore bank accounts have

been linked to Aadhaar,” he said.
PII adds: The minister said
that despite Supreme Court’s rul-
ing and the Lok Sabha passing
the Triple Talaq Bill, the regress-
ive custom is still rampant in
States such as Telangana and UP.
“Triple talaq is not an issue of
religion or faith. Itis an issue of '
gender justice; gender dignity
and gender equality... 22 Islamic
countries, including Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan,
have regulated triple talag. Butin
India, people are raising the issue
of secularism and communal-
ism. The Supreme Court has set it
aside. Lok Sabha has passed the

Bill. Yet triple talag is goingon(in = -

States), including in Telangana
and UP. This is not fair; we fully
stand committed (to implement
the law),” the Law Minister told
Teporters.

He urged former Congress
President Sonia Gandhi, former
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Mayawati and West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee to co-
operate with the government for
passage of the Bill in the Rajya
Sabha.

Terming the financial scan-
dals, including the latest one in-
volving AirAsia, as “the legacy” of
the previous government, he
said the NDA government is
cleaning the “dirt” left by the pre-
vious UPA Government,

“Nirav Modi’s ¥10,000 crore
property has been seized. One' |
day before the UPA lost power, Mr |
P Chidambaram, as Finance Min-
ister, gave special facilities to Me- |
hul Choksi's Gitanjali. That is
their record,” he said.
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The Union Minister for IT lists out the achievernents
of four years of BJP government at the Centre

VIXRAM SHARMA @ Hvd

STATING that none of the decisions of the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led NDA
government was influenced by middlemen,
Union minister Ravi Shankar Prasad on
Thursday said that the Air Asia scandal
and other bank frauds that surfaced recent-
ly were part of UPA's legacy, "We are clean-
ing the dirt left by the previous UPA gov-
ernment,” he said.*

Speaking at an event in Hyderabad on
the completion of four yeurs of BJIP gov-
ernment at the Gentre, Prasad, while pre-
senting NDA's report card, said that the
Prime Minister's vision remained “digi-
tally and physically connected.”

Al bank frauds are being unearthed. In
Hirav Modi's case, we have seized his prop-
erty worth 210,000 crore. Before loaving of-
fice, P Chidambaram {the then finance
minister) gave special facilitios and conces-
sions to many companies including Mehal
Choksi's company,” he said.

On the rising price of petrol and diesel,
the senior minister said that during the
last three to four years, the prices have
come down 8 to 9 times. “Crude oil prices
keep going up and down and instead of ad-
hocmeasures, we want to have a long terin
view which will zddress the unnecessaty
amblguity We are taking a holistic view of
the entire problem and the process is un-
derway,” he said. Apart firom this, the Un-
ion minister spoke on a number of issues.
Herelisadigest of the most important ones:

©On bold decisjons:

The Union minister said that the Narendra
Muodi government toak bold daclsions iike
surgical strike on Pakistan. "Paklstan has

been solated completely today and that is

hecause tndia’s volce matters.”

On demonetisation:

Ravi Shankar Prasad sald that 1.5 takh
people deposited 5 lakh crore while 3.6
lakh peaple depasited 210 [akh each, “Three
takh companles were de-registered as many
<ompanies were found having hundreds of

- bank accounts.”

On BPOs in small towns:

He said that under Modi rule, 91 BPOs carne
up in small towns across the country white
the number of mobile manufacturing
companies rose from two during UPA's tirme
to120 now.

Oon data protection law:

The Union minister said that the
government was very serlous about this
{aw. The recommendations of the Justice
BN Srikrishna committes on Data
Protection Law will be out by June-end this

— year

On Triple Tatag:

The Unlon Law mialster also said that In
spite of having Triple Talaq law, the practice
has been continuing unabated in Tetangana
and Uttar Pradesh. “Triple Talag is not an
issue of religion. it is only an Issue of gender
justice, dignity and equality. It is acting asa
deterrent in the country," sald Prasad,
adding that countries like Paklstan and
Afghanistan have regulated Triple Talaq.

OnliTiR:

The Union minister said that the
government has revisited the Information
Technology Investment Ragion (ITIR) ang
has scrapped it,

On jobs:

As per Nasscom, six Lakh I T
professionals got Jobs ever
since NDA carne to power, and
in the finarcial year 2017-18
zlone, one lakh professionals got |obs, said
Ravi Shankar Prasad, who Is alsa the IT
minister.

On by-poll results:

Prasad sald that Indla of 2018-18 wants
development and stabllity, rot

opportunistic aillances. “There has tobe a
leadear who is acceptable and popular.

Taday, in Modi government, it's an Ingdia of
hope," he claimed. Dismissing the

by-election results, he said it wasn't an P
Indicator as lecal factars were at play. “The
general elections will be vastly different

from the by-polt results,” he ctaimed.,

On HC bifurcation:

The Unlon minister said that a committee
had examined a few sites for satting up a
High court In Vilayawada. "They have
submitted the report and 1 am yet to go.
through it,” he said, adding that the AP
Chief Minister N Chardrababy Naldu had
written to the Centre that till the court 1s
buitt in Amaravatl, atternative sites will be
made availabte by the state gavernment for
the High court.

On appointraeat of judges:

As many as 126 Judges were appolnted In
the year 2016, which was the highest [n the
last 30 years, while 117 Judges were
appointad In 2077, On Wednesday, 40 more
judges were appolnted, Informed Unlon La
Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad, '

On Naidu:

“Naidu was with us (NDA) for three and a
half years out of the four years we have
been in power. | don't knaw why he has
turned bitter," the Union minister said on
Thursday.
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"We treat every Sunday as Monday. We never say that India has
completely developed. India is on the path of development with
hope.” — Ravi Shankar Prasad, Union Minister

Union Minister Ravi Shankar P

rasad displays his Aadhaar card at a press conference in Hyderabad
~on Thursday | rsatisssasu
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