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GUWAHATI, May 28:
Union Minister of State for
Agriculture and Farmers’
. Welfare Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat on Monday
'asked the North Eastern

StatcS\ to workmg hard to

double farmers’ income by :

2022.
Shekhawat's instruc-

| tion to NE States came -
- during an official meeting

to review the status of ex-

“ecutlon of various agricul-

ture projects in the region.

The meeting was held at a-

five star hotel in the city

' on Monday with Shekha-

wat in the chair:

* “The government over
the last three years “has
been working to minimize

the cost mcurred by farm-

ers and ensure they get a
fair price for thelr cmps,
he said.

On other hand while
addressing -a press confer-
ence after the review meet-
ing on Monday Shekha-
wat said farmers across the
country are under pressure,

one of the reasons being -

they are not getting the
right prices for their pro-
duce.

The Indian agnculture
sector has a very complex
structure and one of the
reasons for the pressure on
farmers is due to not get-
ting right prices, he said.

“If we want to double -

the income of anyone, be
it an individual or a family
W Continued on page 11

vraa T

wat...

or the country or any coimnumty, two thrngS'
can be done — reduce the cxpendrture and in-

crease the sources of revenue...'The government .
is working with this twwpronged approach to

increase the income of the farmers,” Shekhawat

said. Explaining hurdles in providing fair pri
c_
es to the farmers, the Union Mlmstergsaid Ilzldla
is a big example in the world having a huge
gap between the prices of farm gate and con-

~ sumer pnces, due to many levels of middlemen -
in between. “To eliminate them, we have de-

veloped the e-NAM platform. This has increased
competitiveness and ensured right prices also,”
Shekhawat said. As a next step, the government
will connect 22,000 small ‘Gramin Haats Wlth

this system by 2020, he said.
T
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4 Farmers under

b

_pressure due to.

not gettmg
right prices:

- Shekhawat

-GUWAHATI,

Union Minister of State for
Agriculture Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat today said farm-
ers across the country are
under pressure, one of the

“reasons being they are not |
. getting the right prices for

their produce.

- Addressing a press con- .
ference here to highlightthe

achievements of the Naren-

dra Modi government in the
last four years, Shekhawat .
said, "The country's farmers.

were under pressure, and |

' am saying this with respon-
sibility that to a certain ex- |

tent, they are still under
pressure."

‘The Indian agriculture sec-
‘tor has a very complex

structure and one of the rea-
sons for the pressure en
farmersiis due'to not gpltmg
FHght prices, he said.

"If we want to double the -

income of anyone, be it an

- individual or a family or the

country. or any communﬂy
two thmgs ‘can be done —
reduce the expenditure and
increase the sources of rev-

‘enue.,. The government is
_workmg with this two-
‘pronged approach to in-

Crease the incéme. of the

_farmers," Shekhawat said,’

On the hurdles in provid-

-ing fair prices to the farm-
ers, he said India is a big

" example in the wor[d hav-

: lng ahuge gap: be‘tvgeen the

prices of farm gate and con-
sumer prices, due fo many

levels of m!ddlemen in be- i
~ tween.

‘have developed the e-NAM
-platform. THis is has in-
~creased competitiveness -
--and ensured right prices

. also. One ctore farmers

MAY = 28:

"To &liminate them, we

have registered in this plat-
form and around Rs 42,000
crore trade took placein the

-last one and half .years '

through this. Over one lakh
traders have also regis- .
tered,” the minister said.

As anext step, the govern-

. ment will connect 22,000

small ‘Gramin.Haats' with
this system by 2020, he

 said.

‘Shekhawat. further said

-according to the Swami- -

nathan Commiission report, -
the government will ensure
MSP of 1.5 times of the pro-
duction cost to the farmers
for 25 notified crops; which
contribute 90 per centof In-
dia's total agriculture pro-
duction. 3
"This is also. our Budget
announcement. We will im-
plement it from the next
kharif season. The procure-
ment process will also be
changed. NIT| Aayog is |
working on that and very
soon announcements will
be made on that," he said.” =
Regarding reduction of the
expendlture the Centre has
started soil testing and a
total of 11 crore farmers are

" registered for this, so that
the farmers do not incur

unnecessary input costs,

Shekhawal said:
He said the approach of

. the agriculture sector was

Pproduction-centric as India
used to be food deficit.

"As on date, our country is
food surplus. We are the
largest -producer of wheat,
pulses, milk, fruits and veg- -
etables, poultry, dairy and
meat. We are the largest

~ exporter of sea food,” the

Finister said. Agencnes i
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