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2.66 crore poor and minority students
availed scholarshlps schemes: Naqui

BJP knows seriousness
of mining crisis: Naqvi

& NT NETWORK

PANAJIL

Union Minister for Minor-
ity Affairs Mukhtar Ab-
bas Maqvi on Sunday said
that in the last four years
some 266 crore students
belonging to minority and
marginalised communi-
ties have benefitted from
various scholarships and
schemes.

Addressing a press con-
ference in the city in the
light of the fourth anni
versary of the Modi  gov-
ernment, Nagvi said the
Haj subsidy has been with-
drawn and the money si-
phoned from the subsidy is
being utilised for empow-
erment of the vouth from
minority communities
through employmentori-
ented skill development.

He said that more than
5,43,000 Youngsters have
been provided employ-
ment and more jobs have
been created through skill
development schemes.

Scholarships have also

beeu prmrided aud mrer
I.21 crore girls and women
of the country have availed
the schemes.

For the first time after
the Independence of the
country, a record number
of 1,75,025 Indian Muslims
have been golng on Haj
pilgrimage this year with-
out availing any subsidy,
he said adding that more
than 1300 women pilgrims
are going on the pilgrim-
age without male relatives.

Muslim women coordi-
nators and assistants have
been deputed to Saudi Ara-
bia for facilitating the Haj
2013 for the first time.

The Centre has for the
first fime allowed women
pilgrims over the age of 45
to undertake the pilgrim-

PANAJI

Stating that the BJP governments in the state and at the
Centre have acknow ledged the seriousness of the mining
crisis in Goa, Union Minister for Minarity Affairs Muktar
Abbas Nagvi on sunday said that since the matter is in
the Supreme Court, the central government cannot do

amything for now.

Replying toquestion on the beleaguered mining indus-
try in the state at a press conference in the city, Nagvi
said the BJP understands seriousness of the mining

closure in Coa.

Refusing to elaborate on the matter, he said, "our local
leaders are following up the matter with the Centre, and
we will work out a solution to the crisis.”

age In groups of at least
four sans Mehram'

Speaking on the achieve-
ments made by the Modi
government in the last four
years, the Union minister
claimed that more than 1
crore households have re-
nounced the gas subsidy
under the ‘Give it Up’ cam-
paign.

Moreover, free gas con-

nections have been provid-
ed to more than four crore
poor people under the cen-
tral Ujjwal Yojana.

Red beacon light on VIP
vehicles have been re
moved putting an end to
the ‘culture’ associated
with It, he said adding the
Modi government has even
withdrawn concessions at
the Parliament canteen.

2.66 crore poor and minority...

=Continued from Pg 1

come has given us some
experience, which will be
factored in while formulat
ing strategies for the 2019

cal parties and the people.

Elections to Lok Sabha and
state assemblies can be
held simultaneously keep-
ing in mind expenditure

Lok Sabha elections,” hesaid and democracy.

Slmultanepus elections Political parties have
can be held provided there been asked to think over it,
isconsensus among politt  hesaid.

Nagvi observed  that
there would be no vacancy
for the post of Prime Min-
ister in 2019 as Modi will
get absolute majority in
Lok Sabha elections.

Development will be the
plank for pariamentary
polls, he said.

Conflict, contradiction
and corruption have been
the only joint agenda of
the political parties which
have been rallying against
Modi, he said adding that
the Congress and its allies
that have been playing pol-
irics exploiting religions,
regions and castes cant
stomach the work done by
the Prime Minister.

Replying to a question,
he admirted that the out-
come of the recent bypolls
could have some impacton
the prospects of the parny,
which has seen decrease in
vote share due to the "un-
holy alliance” of some par-
ties.

“The recent poll out-

>continued on Pg 10
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‘No vacancy for PM’s post in 2019’

MINORITIES IN OUR COUNTRY ARE SAFE, SAYS NAQVI

BY A STAFF REPORTER
reporters @gomantaktimes.com

Panaji: Union Minister for Minority Af-
fairs Mukhtar Abbas Nagvi on Sunday
said that minorities in India are safe.

Addressing a press conference in Pa-
naji on the occasion of completion of
four years of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi led Central government, Nagvi
said, “Minorities in our country are safe
and the rights of the minorities includ-
ing social, educational, religious and
economic are more secure compared
to any other democratic country in the
world.” Stating that there is no vacancy
for the post of Prime Minister in 2019,
Nagvi exuded confidence that Narendra
Modi will get absolute mandate in the
upcoming Lok Sabha polls.

Nagqvi said, “There is no vacancy
for Prime Minister’s post in 2019. Modi
will get absolute mandate for the devel-
opmental works carried out by him for
the welfare of the people. Conflict, con-
tradiction and corruption is the only
common commitment of anti-Modi al-
liance.”

Stating that Congress and its allies
have been addicted to politics in the

i

Union Minister for Minority Affairs Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi (C) speaks at

1

a press conference in Panaji on Sunday. Rajya Sabha MP and BJP State
president Vinay Tendulkar (L) is also present. ric sandeep Desai

name of religion, region, caste and
creed, Naqvi said, “They are now un-
able to digest atmosphere of trust and
development created by Modi. The agen-
da of the BJP-led Central government is
to eradicate poverty and end corruption
while ushering in development. Some
political parties have cut off from the
ground reality by blaming Modi. There
is a competition going on between those
who work and those who are engaged in
bashing and blaming.”

Naqvi said that the Modi government
has ensured honest and transparent sys-
tem which is free from middlemen.

“Digital transaction in scholar
ship-subsidy transfer has ensured

transparency while removing middle-
men. Today a total of 431 schemes are
concerned under the Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT). The government has
also initiated electoral reforms and en-
sured transparent funding of political
parties”, he said.

Additionally, under Mudra Yojana,
more than Rs 13 crore guarantee-free
loans have been provided.

“More than 65 per cent beneficiaries
are women, SC, ST and minorities.
19,000 villages have been provided with
power connectivity and nearly 1 crore
houses have been constructed under
Pradhanmantri Awaas Yojana”, said
Nagvi.
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