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Reiterating . that
Narendra -Modi-led NDA
. government was on the
right track of develop-

. ment, Union minister of

State for Information and
Broadcasting and minis-
ter of Youth Affairs and
Sports, Mr. Rajyavardhan
Singh Rathore said that
the Centre was working
towards development of
the people through whom
the nation“has developed
leaps and bounds.”

The minister was in the

city on Friday, to present -

the report card of Prime
Minster Narendra Modi
who has completed four
years in power. “Welfare
schemes in various direc-
tions are implemented
keeping the weaker sec-
tions of the society in
mind who were hitherto’
ignored by the previous

g(wemments e
» Modi ji and his team of

- ‘ministers has made
remarkable .- achieve-
ments in the last 48
months that the previous
government failed to
achieve in the last 48
years.” he told media per-
sons while making his.
presentatmn

Later during an interac-
tion, to a question on ris-
ing cost of petrol and
diesel Mr. Rathore said,
“the respective minister

the - i

Unlon mlnlster Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore in the tex-
tile city to present the report card of the NDA govern-

ment, interacts with medla persons on Friday.

has "proposed to brmg
crude oil under GST.

About four crore Indians

tax payers money is
passed on as subsidy to

needy beneflc1ar1es
amounting to 125 crore,”
he said.

To another question.on
why despite implement-
ing various

elections, the minister

responded “the public is

—DC

unaware. of the good

~work done by the ruling .

government.”
Condemning the recent

violence that took place

during the anti-Sterlite

protests in Thoothukudi,

the minister justified Mr.
Modi’s sil_ence over the
issue, stating that several

welfare ministers at the centre

.»schemes, the .BJP has
faced defeat in .the by- .

and state have offered
condolences to the fami-
lies who lost their near
and dear ones.

Rathore

‘Tax pavels hav&

doubled”. -
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After the NDA govern-
ment has come to power,
the government has
insisted that all, especial-
1y those from the weaker
section of the society
open a bank account.
“Today, the number of
Indians with a -bank
account is equal to the
population of the United

‘Kingdom. Subsidies am-

ounting to 38,000 crore '

is credited to the respec-
tive bank accounts of
beneficiaries and there
is sheer transparency in
implementing plethora

of welfare schemes in -

various sectors. The
same will continue.” Mr.
Rajyavardhan Singh*
Rathore said.

The number of tax pay-
ers in 2017- 18 has dou-
bled when. compared to
2013- 14. “In the next four-
years, 150 districts in the
country will have a
sports academy. Also on
the cards is to bring
down the minimum age
to elght years to partici-
pate ‘in ‘Khelo " India’,
national programme for

development of Sports,” .

the minister said
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‘Centre considering Ways to
reduce petroleum prices

STAFF REPORTER
COIMBATORE

The Centre is considering va- ;

rious means to reduce the
prices of- petroleum pro-
ducts as.there is a nation-
wide resentment over the in-
crease in prices, said Rajya-
vardhan Singh Rathore,
Union Minister of State for
Information and Broadcast-
ing (independent charge),
on Friday.

Interacting with reporters
during his visit here to high-
light the achievements of the
BJP Government in the last
four years, Mr. Rathore said
that the Value Added Tax
(VAT) levied by the State Go-
vernments was the main rea-
son for the hike in petroleum
_prices.

If the petroleum prices

were brought under GST, the

State Governments would
lose their revenue conSIdera-
bly.

So the Centre was consi-

dering alternative ways to re- -

duce the prices, he said.
Infrastructure facilities in
the country were being up-
graded with the revenue gen-
erated from levying GST.

-.Hence, the government was

not in a position to lose its re-
venue, the Minister added.

On framing guidelines for

online news channels, Mr.
Rathore said that as of now
there was no restrictions on
establishing such a channel.
If there was any representa-
tions from journalist bodies,
the government was ready to
frame the guidelines.

The Prime Minister’s con-
tinuous review of all depart-
ments started giving desired

- results and the schemes for

the poor and downtrodden
were being conceptualised
and implemented at a faster
pace. During the last four
years, corruption had been :
weeded out from all govern-
ment departments, MTr.
Rathore said.

On the Sterlite issue, the

‘Minister said that the Centre -

had condemned the han- :
dling of it by the State Go- :
vernment and also the
shooting incident that creat-- :
ed shock waves across the

country last week.
The Centre was mulling
over estabhshmg sports

schools in 20 districts across
the nation ‘during 2019. It
would be extended to 150
districts in the nation during :
the next four years, Mr. Rath
ore added‘ L i
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