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Modi’s trip shows India not
queasy in dealing with Israel

BEYOND THE l“
NEWS o Mg
<
_SHISHIR GUPTA

EXECUTIVE EDITOR

NEW DELHI/ TELAVIV: With Prime
Minister NarendraModiall setto
land in Tel Aviv on Tuesday ,
India has finally de-hyphenated
its relationship with Israel and
Palestine, engaging with the two
arch-rivals separately and on
mutually beneficial terms.

PM Modi has already made a
political statement by choosingto
stayindJerusalem, on which Pal-
estine hasclaims, for all thethree
days and only going to Tel Aviv
for the Indian community event.

He is expected to visit Yad
Vesham, the Holocaust Memo-
rial, and a visit to the Wailing
Wallin theold city wasnotruled
out. He will be staying at King
David Hotel, the samesuiteasUS
President Donald Trump during
his May 2017 visit.

The political message of the
tripisclear—therulingdispensa-
tionisnolonger queasy indealing
withIsraelas wasthecaseinthe
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past.

Whether this queasiness was
duetopossibleimpactsuchrela-
tionship would have on domestic
politics or on the vast Indian dias-
poraisamatter of perception.

India realises Israel is no
longer a pariah with Jerusalem
having a working relationship
with conservative statessuchas
Saudi Arabia and United Arab
Emirates.

Although India has been a
committed supporter of the two
nation theory, with Palestine
beingaseparateentity, national
security watchers rue the fact
that none of the Arab countries
oppose the Organization of the
Islamic Conference (OIC) passing
resolutions on Kashmir year
after year.

Much to India’s chagrin, the
Iranian supreme leader Ali
Khamenei’s tweet on Eid-ul-Fitr
(June 26) exhorted Shia Muslims
to rise against the so called tyr-
anny in Bahrain, Yemen and
Kashmir.

The Kashmir linkage has not
gone well with Raisina Hill and
India has made its displeasure
known tothe concerned quarters
through diplomatic channel.

While Modi will be the first
Indian PM to visit Israel after PM
Ariel Sharon came to India dur-
ing Vajpayeeregimein 2003, New
Delhiismorefocused on theeco-
nomic benefits of the visit and is
not out to score political points
with the Middle East teetering
from one crisis to other.

Rather than get bogged down
by age old intractable political
issues, Prime Minister Modi is
focused on bilateral trade, topend
agricultural technologies and
regional security in context of
Islamic State and other non-state
players. Heunderstands the clout
of the Jewish community in
global financial markets and a
good word from them could lead
to long term economic benefits
forIndia.



