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Nice Chit-Chat,
Greatwln W|n

Abhijitiyer-Mitra
=

events. Usually theyre all about
talKing points and no achievement.
While expectingnothing of the2+2
simmit between the Indian and US
defence and foreignministers, one is
pleasantly surprised tohear that the
Communications Compatibility and
Security Agreement (Comceasa) has
finally been signed.

This single agreement is, perhaps,
the most epochal event in India-US
ties since the 2008 India-USnuclear
agreement that eventually led to
India's waiver at the Nuclear Suppli-
ers Group(NSG).

India’'smilitary isa hopeless jumhble
of Western and Eastern equipment,
none of which talk together; and when
they are made totalk toeach other,
things tend to gohorribly wrong.
Islanding a portion of one's inventory
0 ‘talk to’ US equipment means that
the same protocols apply to all such
equipment to talk to each other

Right now, even India’s Western-
sourced equipment don't talk toeach
other. S0, India's Isracli airborne
radarsdon't talk to its US maritime
don't talk toits French-supplied
stubmarines. When one ismadeto
follow a commumications equipment
standand, it ensures thatnot only does
our equipment talk to US equipment,
but they also talk to each othermore
effectively

Thisnot only improves India’s
ability to fight alongside the US Navy
better, but also alongside several
other global navies with similar
equipment that are major players in
the Indo-Pacifle, such as Japan, Souath
Korea, Australia and Singapore.

Why? Mostly because the US com-
mumications core— the LINK 16, the
gold standard of data transfer —can
transfer huge amounts of contextual-

ised data overvastdistancesina
combatrelevant way So, while there
are several systems available in the
market, none has the backup of being
Iinked tosuch an extensive network
of satellites and sub-sea communi-
cations netwaorks.

Alsp, almost all developed counitries
follow the US data transfer and com-
munications standard. So, in the past,
if India had umique, but standandised,
equipment on just our Sukhois and
Phalcons, the Phalcon Airborne War-
ning and Control System ( Awacs) wo-
11ld have been able to alert the Sukh-
0is to an Impending movement of, 33y
Chinese aireraft into Tibet only at the
distanceof some 300-400 K.

But a Link 16enabled Phalcon
talking toa Link 16enabled Rafile
can directly receive iInputs (subject to
bilateral intelligence-sharing agree-
ments) from Talwanese, Viemamese,
South Korean and Japanese intel
assets of the aircraft’s move-
menttoTibet, well before India's
surveillance aircraft picked
themup. S0, now, any intelli-
gence gained by the
major Pacific navies
eastof the Malacca

shnu]danyofﬂme
COUMtries not want
to get into an India-
China tiff, they can
heavilytipthe
balance in India’s
favour without firing a single shot.

It Isno exaggeration to say that this
has, by far; been the most productive
ministerial bilateral in recent India-US
history, In one fiell swoop, without ser-
ious financial investments, India just
bought itself a treasire trove of intel-
ligence on 18 major sirategic compet-
itor, and nurned the ‘Quad’ from pipe-
dream toreality A win-win to make
every fiscal conservative happy

Mi casa, COMCASA
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