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New senior citizens bill
can reduce abuse of elders

It mandates the establishment of tribunals at a micro-level

to spare seniors the tedium of the judicial process

SHANKARDASS

sthe problem of abuse of the elderly

isbecominga serious concern in dif-

ferent parts of the world, many

countries are bringinglegislations
to stop abuse, abandonment and neglect of
older people. InIndia, the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment (MoSJ&E) has
formulated adraft Maintenance and Welfare
of Parents and Senior Citizens (MWPSC)
Amendment Bill, 2018 to be placed before
Parliament. The amended bill takes care of
many of the lacunasin the 2007 MWPSC Act
to ensure better care and maintenance for
the parents and senior citizens. It envisions
preventing abuse and abandonment of par-
ents and senior citizens by their kin. It
extendstothe whole ofIndiaexceptJammu
& Kashmir. Himachal Pradesh has its own
act for senior citizens. It applies also to citi-
zens of India outside India.

The MWPSC Actmandates states forma-
tion of tribunals for every sub-division of a
district tolook into the grievances of senior
citizens, particularly those whodon’treceive
careintheform of proper food, shelter, cloth-
ingor medical treatmentfrom their kin. The
establishment of tribunals spares seniors
the rigmarole of the judicial process, and
aims toresolve conflicts within 90 days. The

legislation enables a neglected parent or a
senior citizen to approach the tribunal if they
are unable to maintain themselves from their
own earnings and property. The tribunal
would award maintenance up to 10,000, tobe
paid by theirlegal heir. Those convicted for
neglecting or abandoning parents couldface
ajail termup to three months.

Thedraft MWPSC Amendment Bill, 2018,
with modified definitions and addition of new
clauses and provisions, seems promisingas
itadopts arights-based approach to ensure
senior citizens’ maintenance of their basic
needs, safety and security by their children
and grandchildren. It also calls for establish-
ment, management and regulation of institu-
tions and services to cater to needs of older
people. Itextends tothe needs of such senior
citizens and parents sothattheymayleada
life of dignity. The amendment now has a
clause that bars senior citizens’ caretakers
from selling of the property without the con-
sent of their parent or senior citizen. The bill
thus expands the ambit of safety and security
for the elderly by making even distant rela-
tives responsible for their upkeep and
removing the maximum ceiling of the main-
tenance allowance of 10,000, which in cer-
tain casesis seen as being too meagre.

The amended bill brings a much needed
changeto give senior citizens alife of dignity
andrespect by treatingitastheirright. The
bill could have been made more proactive but
itis a welcome legislation that should to be
approved soon.
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