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itin Gadkari, minister

for road transport and

highways, said his

dream project of smart

highwaysis progressing
intheright direction. Smart roads, he
said, will be green, pollution-free and
tolling will be based on the distance
travelled, to make driving safe and
comfortable. In aninterview, Gadkari
talks about hisvision for smart infra-
structure and transportation in India.
Edited excerpts:

Everyone these days is talking

about smart infrastructure.

What isyourvision?

For me infrastructure which is
cost-effective, pollution free and pub-
lic-friendly is smart. One hasto look
for such solutions, Our government’s
initiative to transfer freight and traffic
from roadsto inland waterwaysisan
example of how smart infrastructure
isbeing built in India, We are trying
to run public transportation like
buses, Metros on ethanol and elec-

Nitin Gadkari, minister for road transport and highways.

highway isgreen, which means there
is plantation all around the rodd, in
case of space constraints, there are

tricity and thisis againan example of | vertical gardens. You have latest sys-
smart infrastructure, We areinstall- | tems installed where you would get
ing electric vehicle chargersin gov- | SMSalertson traffic
ernment buildings. We are trying to | during your travel
use national highways to " on the
land airplanesand helicop- IAnE high-
ters, especially in the INTERVIEW w2ay.

North-Eastregion, building
all-weather connectivity roadsinthe
regions of Jammu and Kashmir and
the North-East, These are all ways
how India is building smart infra-
structure,

How would you define smart

highways?

Smart highways are one of my
dream projects and I am happy that
weare in the right direction. A smart

you' pay
toll based on the
distance travelled
on highways, nored
lights. Similarly, the
power needs on national highways

are met with solar energy—street:

lights equipped with solar panels, for
tolling system you again have solar
energy, no parking woes, and sound
and air pollution free. These high-
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wayswillalso provide speed and have
local markets, restaurants, shopping
complexeswhere thevillagerorlocal
residents get employment.

I am happy that a prototype of it
has been prepared
through the East-
ern Peripheral
Expressway, and
soon the coming
highways and
expressways will
offer these, making
them smart high-
ways. My dream is
that people would soon zoom on
these smart highways.

But all these features you are

mentioning come at a cost?
There is no dearth of méney and I
can raise asmuch money as required.

PRADEEP GAUR/MINT

Under the Bharatmala programme,
wearetrying to bring down the costs

My dream s that people will soon

zoom on smart highways: Gadkari

How do you see smart trans-
portation? Is India heading
towards it?

Our decision of mass transit to
electric vehiclesand using ethanol for
public transportation system will take
India along way. When I used to say
we should have electric taxis, people
used to make fun. But now you have
Ola running electric taxis. In fact,
thereare many other companies now
keen to enter the electric taxi market.
Similarly, alot of states are now trying
to run their public transportation

. buseson ethanol. Weare also frying

to run inland waterway vessels on
ethanol andacommitteeunder NITI
Aayog member (V.K)) Saraswat is
working onit. In fact, my parliamen-
tary constituency Nagpuris a test case
for smart transportation. I preach
onlyafter Ishowit can be done.

Doyou think youwillbe able to

achieve your dream of smart

infrastructure?

When I took over as a ministerin
the Union cabinet, I had seen adream
of India having a vibrant infrastruc-
ture. We managed to increase the

ofthe projectssubstantiallybyadopt- | highway construction from I4km per
ing new alignments and trying to | day to27km perday. We decided to
connect backward areas with four- | takeaplungeineleciricvehiclesand
and six-lane highwaysand many automobile com-
expressways, These new ‘The only panies are now trying
highways will be fast, oadblocksare [© align with India's
cheap and good. The only environment decision that electric
roadblockisenvironment I = vehiclesare the future.
clearancesandlegalhur- e ancas ag Similarly, work on
dles, which delay our legal hurdles. We 1, 4i2's inland water-
work, We are trying to ~ aretryingtosort  waysisgoingatagood
sort these out, too. For  theseout,too’  pace and we hope to
example, the CharDham transport  people
road project, which is now through inland water-

engulfed in a legal tussle at NGT
(National Green Tribunal), We want
to'build an all-weather road so that
people can travel comfortably all
round the year.

waysin the Kumbh at Allahabad next
year through water. So, what 1 had
dreamt of is being achieved but
slowly, and Iam hopeful the pace will
increasein the coming years,



