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Successful security plan, foreign policy hallmarks of BJP govt
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NEWDELHI: National security and
foreign policy donot fetch votes,
and rarely act as an effective
polariserofvote banks, asseenin
electionsafter the26/11 Mumbai
attacks. Their main dividend is
peaceand certainty, on the foun-
dation of which sound economic
growth is built.

The Narendra Modi govern-
ment, in its first four years, has
done well on these two parame-
ters, barringterrorattacksfrom
Pakistan-based groupsin Jammu
and Kashmirand bordering Gur-
daspurin Punjab, and the rise of
radicalisationin South Kashmir.
The government’s resolve in
tackling Maoists, whoonceruled

the mineral-rich belts of eastern
India, and the capacity toprevent
any major terror attack in the
hinterland goes to the credit of
home minister Rajnath Singh
and security agencies.

The courage andresoluteness
of the Indian Army, under the
guidance of Prime Minister Modi
and his National Security
Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval, in
conducting surgical strikes in
Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir
(PoK) in 2016 and standing up
againstabelligerent Peoples Lib-
eration Army (PLA) in the
Doklam plateaulastyearin
defence of Bhutan is now part of
themilitary legacy.

However, the Modi govern-
ment’s main success lies in its
diplomatic and security engage-
mentof West Asiaand the Associ-
ation of South-East Asian
Nations (Asean)and thattooat a
time when the darkshadow ofthe
so-called Islamic State had
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loomed large since 2014. Before
theadventof Modi, governments
used tolook towards Sunni West
Asia through the prism of Paki-
stan and hence were reticent in
makingovertures towards coun-
triesin theregion.

Today, Prime Minister Modi
and his key advisors are on an
SMS basis with key west Asian
powers including Saudi Arabia,
United Arab Emirates, Jordan,
Omanand ASEAN countrieslike
Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia

and Vietnam. The resultisquite
evident in a single mention of
Jammuand Kashmirin the Orga-
nisation of Islamic Cooperation’s
Dhaka declaration this year;
Bangladesh was at the forefront
of support for India’s claim to
observer status in the QIC. With
Prime Minister Modi’'s personal
diplomacy working on global
leaders, including the rulers of
Saudi Arabia and the UAE, the
days of Indian fugitives and ter-
roriststakingrefugeinthesetwo
kingdomsorforthat matterany-
where sin West Asia are practi-
cally over.

While the US, Japan and
FranceareIndia'scorepartners,
Prime Minister Modi has man-
aged to forge a personal bond
with Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Chinese President Xi
Jinping through candid conver-
sations. Thedepth ofthe India-US
relationship is evident from the
bipartisan consensus in Wash-

ington on building closer ties
with India; thisisalsoreflectedin
the people-to-people relation-
ship.

Pakistan and its terror shadow
on Kashmir remain a matter of
concern for the Modi govern-
ment, asthey havebeen to previ-
ous regimes in New Delhi since
Independence. Withapolitically
fluid situation in Pakistan and
Rawalpindi General Headquar-
ters continuing to push extrem-
ists across the Line of Control
(LoC) into Kashmir, the Modi
governmentisleft withnooption
buttocutitslossesandjustman-
age therelationship.

The rise of radicalisation in
South Kashmirisamatter of seri-
ous concerntothe Centre, partic-
ularly when state government
representativesare doinglittleto
reachout to their own electorate.
The sub-nationalism of the two
regional parties in the V alley
have confused the population

between self-rule, autonomy and
Indiannationalism. The answer
tothis only lies in Pakistan rein-
Inginextremist groupsanddisas-
sociating itselffrom a self-made
Kashmir cause.

Apart from Pakistan, the Modi
government hasexpanded coop-
eration with nationsinitsimme-
diate and extended neighbour-
hood. Close relations have been
established with Myanmar,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan;
ties with Sri Lanka and Nepal
have been brought back on track
and are on the mend with China
and the Maldives.

The PM’smovesare helped by
the fact that he heads a single-
party majority government, leav-
ing him without pulls and pres-
suresfromallies that are guided
by their own domestic constitu-
encies. A strong electoral man-
dateisdirectlyand notinversely
proportional toeffective national
deterrence and foreign policy.



