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PM Modji’s Invitation
to a Conversation

Step up to give Gol ‘constructive criticism’

Communication,asthebestof communicators know,isa
two-way street. This is something that PM Narendra Mo-
diunderlined on Sunday through the medium of hisradio
address. Hisinvitationtoreceive ‘constructive criticism’
of hisgovernment’s performance overthelast three years
may seemrhetorical. With a political mandatethatcanbe
misconstrued as successful governance in itself, the PM
reminded the commentariatthatthetwoaredifferentbe-
asts: the former being a means to thelatter’s end.

True, Modi’s welcoming of ‘constructive criticism’ co-
mes from a position of luxury that the soft cushion of po-
wer brings. But what he is seeking —especially in the re-
lativeabsence of anyreal political oppositionatthe Cent-
re—isfeedback. Along with theformidable, and comfort-
ing, image of the prime minister addressing the nation
from a pulpit (or from a Franklin D Roosevelt-style radio
fireside chat), a coexisting image of a more democratic
conversationisbeingsoughtbyhim.Itisexactly because
of thepolitical surety thatthis govern-
ment possesses that it isn’t oversensi-
)\ tive to critique. This is what Modi see-

3 v = medtohighlight—an invitation tobe

‘Constructive’ is the operative word
in ‘constructive criticism’, knee-jerk
castigation having had its share of play in the past. But
governance itself is a process. This requires issue-based
feedback, policy-specific judgements. It is in this context
that commentators, more objective than dogmatists on
eithersideof the ‘ideologicaldivide’,can engage inacon-
versation that, as Modiemphasised, is good for democra-
cy and, indeed, for government. There areenoughreasons
to pat this government on its back as it completes three
years since it took on its project. The reasons for such
applause, like the applause itself, are all too visible. But
there are issues that Modiand his team wish to hear hon-
estfeedback about and may not have had the opportunity
to yet. Some may not be even ‘music to the ears’. But it is
exactly this plainspeak that the prime minister isasking
for. Even as he walks his talk, he also wants tolisten.



