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The nuances of India’s
de-hyphenated policy
New Delhi’s policies towards Israel and Palestine

are shifting from mere symbolism towards one
driven by substantial outcomes

rime Minister Narendra Modi's tri-nation

trip covering Palestine, Oman and the UAE

is going tobe a continuation of an orches-
trated re-visit of India’s longstanding policies on
West Asia,

In July last year, Modi became the first Indian
prime minister to visit Israel, breaking a decades-
long self-inflicted embargo of Indian foreign pol-
icy, However, prior to the historic visit, Modi also
hosted Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbasin
ahalancing act to reaffirm India’s commifments
towardsthe cause of the Palestinians, a historic
stancethat hasstood the testof time and survived
multiple governments,

Over the decades, India has managed to create
asystem whereitsinterests and ambitionsin
West Asia are protected viaaweb of diplomacy
that, firstand foremost, largely steers clear of tak-
ingsidesin the political and sectarian quagmire
that regularly engulfs the region, Second, Indian
engagement revolves around protecting a demo-
graphic base of more than seven million of the
country'scitizens working in the region, respon-
sible for sending over $60 billion in remittances
every yearinto the Indianeconomy. AsIndia

tial outcomes forits interests on a global level, For
example, India went against the USinavoteatthe
UN torecognize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel,
with New Delhi backing its decision by highlight-
ing that its views on the issue are independent |
and do not coincide with anyone else, On the
otherside of the spectrum, italso pulled up
Ramallah when the Palestinian ambassadorto
Pakistan was photographed sharing the stage
with terrorist Hafiz Saeed, forcing Ramallah to
recalltheir diplomat.

But along with maintaining its funambulism
act, by steering clear of any changein trajectory,
the Modi government also managed to avoid
unwanted and exira pressuresbefore the winter
Parliament session where it was already going to
be under the hammer over a host of controversial
domestic policy decisions made during the prece-
dingmonthsand an increase in violence against
minorities in Bharatiya JanataParty-led states
that had gained significant space in national and
international debate.

The fact that Indiais an upcoming superpower
both by domestic and international narrativesisa
discourse that is directly on a collision course

moves towards becomingalarger . v withits policy of non-alignment.
playerin global politics and eco- m While West Asia is an example of
nontics, these pre-existin %pjoliciea India successfully balancing its
-are increasingly in need of review, narrative on interests over time, an embold-
and de-hyphenating Israel am_il—’al- ened Indian-pre._sencewﬂlglsndis-
anean o et (gE IR i i
Modi’s visit to Ramallah is certain point. '
important not only to reaffirm his od y alighs Signs ofsuch friction are visible
;)own gove?:ment's tl:iomxtr:tirttmale;;tt much more with;rggard to Pal:f:;nne, a;i lni;iia?’s
wards a legacy policy, 0 narrative on terrorism on glo
re-establish to the Palestinians m platforms today aligns much more
and, perhaps more importantly to closefy with Israel. The pofitical
theArab statesinthe region, that | L3 #= (= historyof the Palestine Liberation
any consensus that may suggest. Organization (PLO), Hamas and its

Israelisa “no-go” issue for New Delhi is against
theautonomy of Indian strategic thinking. Israel
realizes the factthat India willmaintain a certain
posture regarding Palestine, and the same is
accepted by the Palestinians with regard to |
India’sdeveloping relationswith Israel.

However, itisalsovital to note that the issug of |
Palestine is as much a domestic political tool in
Indiaasit is for many of the Arab states. The
importance of the Palestinian cause in Indian
vote-bank politics is an over-sold argument,
devyoid of realities and tectonie shifts in thinking
of the Indian Muslim population which today is
much more interested insecurity, stability and
economic uplmmanl thanthe Palestine issue
that is almost forced upon them, Thisis not
exclusive to Indian politics; some West Asian
nationsas well often use Palestine for theimWn
regional agendas, fighting for the cause in global
multilateral forums while simultaneously treat-
ing Palestinian refugeesas third-class ciuzens in
their own countries,

From an Indian point of view; its poli c:ias
towards Israel and Palestine are shifting from
mere symbolism towards one driven by substan-

: |

military wing the al-Qassam Brigades today

would stand at uncomfortable odds with India’s
global stance against the idea of distingunishing .
between good terrorismand bad terrorism, spe-

cificallywhen the leader of Hamas, Ismail Haniya,

has nowmade it to the US blacklist of global ter-
rorists. Thisis despite India seeing “high legiti-

‘macy” of an elected Palestinian government, even

ifled by actors such as Hamas.
Historical baggage over keeping Israel and Pal-

‘estine hyphenated has today been correctly

brought to anend. Even former prime mimster
Manmohan Singh had lookedinto the

of him travelling to Israel during his second term
in office, only for the idea to get dissolved over
time, This de-hyphenation does nof delegitimize
New Delhi-Ramallah relations—India’s former
president Pranab Mukherjee, in fact, visited both
Israeland Palestine in 2015—and is aimed at max-
imizing the advantages of the unique power-play.
in the larger West Asian region and to link Istael
directly with India's national interests.
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