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The planned summit for celebrating 25 yrs of ties with SE Asia will

@tlmesgmup com

New Delhi: A SoutheastAsian
leader was the chief guest at
India's first Republic Day pa-
rade in 1950, butonly five others

from the region have attended [y il

thecelehrations innearly seven
decadessince.

President Sukarno of
Indonesia, with whom the then
Prime Mini:
Nehru shaved personal chemis-
try, was the chief guest in 1950
when the parade was held at

what is now the National

Stadium in the capital. Sukarno
went on to create the Non-

Aligned Movement, along with

Nehru and leaders of
Yugoslavia, Ghanaand Egypt.

Itis befitting then that leaders
frrom all the 10 nations of the
Asean grouping have been invit
ed this year, which also marks 25
years of partnership between
India and the Southeast Asian
bloc, officials heresaid.

Some of these leaders share
close ties with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the
Commemorative Summit fol-
lowed by Republic Day celebra-
tions will give yetanother oppor-
tunity for the Indian PM and the
Asean leaders to deepen that,
said people familiar with India-
‘Southeast Asia relations,

Choice of chief guests is based
on foreign policy, government’s
attempts to expand ties and
India’sfriendshipwithacountry
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Vietnam PM's h!iatc. ral meeting with Modi will be
closely followed given growth in strategic ties

Leadars of the fm'mer Smnet
Union and later lesia(d ﬁmes),
and Bhutan (4 times) have been
chief guests at Republic Day cel-
ebrations several times.
Legendary Yugoslay leader Tito
was the chief guest twice and so
were leaders from Nigeria and
Japan, Maurltius leader-s have
been chief guests thrice.
Civilisational and cultural

'linksapﬂrt,Modihasbemhuee-

ly impressed with the successes
of SE Asian economies. His
chemistry with Malaysian PM
Mohd Najib bin Tun Abdul
Razak led o the signing of an

agreementwith Malaysianagen-
cy Permandu to set up aunit for
performance management, pro-
jectdelivery and moniforing re-
lated to government pro-
grammesand delivery in India.

.allow PM to deepen his relationship with leaders from the region

Republic Day: it's Perfect 10
for Modi's Act East Policy

Similarly, Singapore PM Lee
Hsien Loong and Modi share
good rapport amid the Indian
PM's attempts to replicate suc-

 cessof thecity-state: Itis nota

widely known fact that as
Gujarat chief minister, Modi
wasa visitor fo Singapore and
wasg hugely impressed with the
success of the nation. Modi
will visit‘singapumtwice this
year — in early July for the
Shangri-LaDialogue and later
in the year for the East Asia &
India-Agean Summits,
Singaporeis the current chair
of Asean and it is hoped that
Singapore will push to elevate
India-Asean ties to the next
level this year. Modi had also
previously visited both
Malaysia and Singapore and
hosted Razak and Lee.
Indonesia is emerging as
India’s strategic maritime part-
ner in the Indian Ocean Region,
PresidentJoko Widodo willbeon

his second visit to India in less

than two years and hopes to host
Modi this year:
Meanwhile, all eves will be on
-San Suu Kyi. She had a
of meetings with Modi
in the past, including during the
PM's trip to Myanmar in
September. The relations be-
tween the two nations have been
under spotlight following the
Rakhine crisis, Vietnam PM’s
bilateral meeting with Modi will.
be closely followed given contin-
uous growth in strategic part-
nership. Vietnam's President is
settovisitIndiain February



