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For a Friendship
That Brokers Peace

It is welcome that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanva-
hu's visit, which commemorates 25 years of diplomatic ties
between India and Israel, hasseen further deepening of bilat-
eralrelations and that India’s vote againstIsrael at the UN (op-
posing US President Donald Trump’s move to recognise Jeru-
salemas Israel’'scapital) has notcome in the way. Israel has be-
en asupplier of critical military technology. So, PM Narendra
Modi has done well to invite Israeli firms to take advantage of
the liberalised FDI regime in the defence sector to Make in In-
dia. Investing in R&D here will enable these companies tap in-
t0 the ready pool of engineers and scientists. The need is also
for India to learn from Israel and develop a strong indigenous
defence manufacturing base.

Not unexpectedly, the nine-odd pacts Inc-
 Iudeafive-year work plan for strategic co-

WER\Y operation in agriculture, water and inno-
SVP8)  vation. Israel has demonstrated strength
in these areas. And there is dire need for
India toraise both farm productivity and
farmers’ incomes. Joint R&D projects in
cyber-security space and big-data analytics in healthcare are
in order, given our weaknesses in the cyber security space.
Pacts in the oil and gas sector for collaboration in the upstre-
am sectors, R&D in future technologies and startups inoil and
gas are welcome.

Thejoint statement reaffirms theirsupport for anearly resu-
mption of peace talks between Israelis and Palestinians toar-
rive at a “comprehensive negotiated solution on all outstand-
ing issues, based on mutual recognition and effective security
arrangements, for establishing a just and durable peace in the
region”. The joint statement i1s unegquivocal on taking strong
measures to counter terror attacks. Presumably, that would
cover the cyber kind as well.




