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Breath of freedom amid constraints of security

National capital was on high alert, with entrances sealed and movement of heavy vehicles restricted

SAURABH TRIVEDI
NEW DELHI

Amid tight security, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi ad-
dressed the nation from the
ramparts of the Red Fort on
Independence Day.

Mr. Modi unfurled the na-
tional flag as a 21-gun salute
resounded at 7.30 a.m.

The national capital was
on high alert and a multi-
layer security system was in
place around the Red Fort.
Various entry points were
sealed and movement of
heavy vehicles was restrict-
ed. The 3-km area across the
Red Fort was sanitised for
general vehicles. Buses, cars
and government vehicles
with valid passes were al-
lowed to enter. NSG com-
mandos and women com-
mandos of the Delhi Police’s
SWAT unit were deployed

Long view: Security personnel at the Red Fort during the

v o
\ . . i ~
L
II ! [ N n

Independence Day celebrations. =sanpeep saxena

for security in the Red Fort
and outside.

“Multiple security units
comprising Delhi police, pa-
ramilitary, Intelligence Bu-
reau, military intelligence,
NSG and other units were
deployed for the Prime Mi-
nister’s security,” a senior
police official said.

Students among the au-

dience cheered when Mr.
Modi announced that wo-
men officers who had been
selected through the short
service commission in de-
fence forces would now
have the option to take up
permanent commission.

“I always wanted to be a
part of the Independence
Day event at Red Fort and

since it was the Prime Minis-
ter’s last speech of this term
from the Red Fort, I do not
want to miss it. I really ap-
preciate Mr. Modi for his
concern on women safety
and supporting capital pun-
ishment for rape accused,”
said Neha Bhati, a spectator.

Excited bunch

A group of differently abled
children were accompanied
by an interpreter who tran-
slated the Prime Minister’s
speech and other announce-
ments to them live. “Chil-
dren were excited to be part
of the event. I and three oth-
er interpreters helped them
to understand the speech.
Mr. Modi in his speech also
mentioned about the e-dic-
tionary developed by the In-
dian Sign Language Re-
search and Training Centre

to overcome language bar-
rier for hearing and speech
challenged people,” said
Sanskriti Bhatia, an in-
terpreter from Sai Swayam
Society.

As anticipated by the se-
curity agencies, Mr. Modi,
after delivering his speech
and moving out of the Red
Fort in his cavalcade, got out
of the vehicle to meet
schoolchildren who had
performed at the event. He
interacted with them while
security persons were seen
having a tough time con-
trolling the enthusiastic chil-
dren who tried to shake
hands with Mr. Modi.

“We have to form a new
nation and achieve new
heights,” said Mr. Modi in
his speech which ended
with chanting of Bharat Ma-
ta Ki Jai.



