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Airport entry pass norms may be eased

« letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI : The ministry of civil
aviation hasproposed relaxation
of norms for issuance of airport
entrypasses(AEPs)toairlineand
airport employees, according to
ministry officials familiar with
the development.

The move is likely to provide
relief to pilots, cabin crew and
other airport staff who have to
make theroundsofthe Bureauof
Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) to
get permanent and temporary
passesforaccesstovarious parts
oftheairport.

Tospeed up theprocess, which
currently takes 3-4 months, the
ministry proposes issuing the
pass within a month — like the
Tatkal passport procedure —

without waiting for the appli-
cant’spolice verification report,
the officials said.

“The regional director of the
Bureau for Civil Aviation Secu-
rity (BCAS) will initiate police
background check within seven
days. Once thereportisreceived,
it should not take the regional
director more than five days fo
issuethepass. Earlier, there was
no timeline as the meeting ofthe
committee that approves AEPs
used to be held once every quar-
ter,” oneoftheministry officials
quoted above said.

In case of pilots, the AEP is
likely tobe valid for anadditional
30daysbeyond theday hisor her
flying licence expires, as it is at
present. This will ensure thatthe
pilots will no longer have to sit
around for three-four monthsto

getfresh passesissued.
According to the proposed
norms, foreign pilots will be able
to get temporary airport entry
passes (TAEP) for seven instead
ofthree days,asstipulated under
therulesfornon-Indians. Anair-
line official said the proposed
move would help plan and man-
age theemployeeroster better.
Proposalstates, “AEPshallbe
issued, evenifbackground check
isnotreceived, within onemonth.
The background check report
shall be reconciled postissuance
of AEP mandatorily within three
months. While issuing pass to
crew, 30 days grace period will be
added with the remaining valid
daysof commercial pilot licence.”
Hindustan Times hasaccessed
the proposal. A written queryon
the proposed guidelines sent to

Usha Padhee, joint secretary,
ministry of civil aviation, on
October15remains unanswered.

Onrelaxingnorms for foreign
nationals, including pilots, the
proposal states: “Temporary
AEPsrestricted upto a period of
seven daysshall beissued by the
airport operator without back-
ground checksonly tobusiness/
employment visa holders/ work
permit holders.”

Earlier,in case of urgent oper-
ational requirement, temporary
passes with three days validity
wereissued.

Theguidelinesrelated to AEPS
werelastrevised in 2014 when the
ministry switched from colour-
coded to alphabetical passes.
BCAS said the Central Industrial
Security Force have the toughest
jobofensuring safety atairports.




