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NIA arrests Hizbul chief’s

son in ‘terror-funding’ case

HT Correspondents
« letters@hindustantimes.com

New Delhi/Srinagar: The
National Investigation Agency
(NTA) on Thursday arrested the
son of Syed Salahuddin, the chief
of the terror outfit Hizbul Muja-
hideen (HM)and designatedasa
global terrorist by the United
States, on charges that he had
receivedmoney from HM opera-
tives based in Saudi Arabia
between 2008 and 2011.

Salahuddin’s son, 48-year-old
Syed Ahmad Shakeel, works as
lab assistant in the Sher-i-Kash-
mir Institute of Medical Sciences
(SKIMS)in Srinagar. Hehasbeen
brought to Delhifor further ques-
tioning, said a senior official of
the federal anti-terror agency
whoasked not to be named.

In October last year, NIA had
arrested Salahuddin's elder son
Syed Shahid Yusuf, working in
theagriculture departmentofthe
state, in relation with the same
case. “The case pertains to the
transfer offunds through hawala
channels by terrorists based in
Pakistan toJammu and Kashmir
inacriminal conspiracy hatched
with some operatives in India.
This was to fuel and fund seces-
sionistand terrorist activitiesin
state,” said a statement by the
agency.

Duringinvestigation, NIA said
itdiscovered thatboth the sonsof
Salauddin, who also heads the
United Jehad Council—anamal-
gam of several militant organisa-
tion based in the Pakistan-occup-
ided-Kashmir (PoK)—received
money from HM operatives
Mohammed Magbool Panditand
Aijaz Ahmed Bhat, who are sus-
pected to bein Saudi Arabia.

“ThesameSaudi Arabia-based
HM operatives were sending
money to othersin J&K for fuel-
ling violence. He (Shakeel) had
been summoned for questioning
earlier but he didn’t appear
beforetheinvestigation officer. A
non-bailable warrantispending
against him," said the NIA official
cited above.

“So far in this case, three
accused persons — Mohd. Sidig
Ganai, Ghulam Jeelani Liloo and
Farooq Ahmed Dagga — have
been convicted after they pleaded
guilty,” read the statement.

Thefamily members of Shahid
and Shakeel have blamed the
Centre for trying to “frame” the

brotherstoputpressureon Sala-
huddin.

Inan interview to India TV in
July, former J&K chief minister
Mehbooba Mufti had said Sala-
hudin’s elder son was arrested
because his father was top mili-
tant commander,

But NIA officials insist that
both the brothers have received
“tainted money” through elec-
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tronic transfers. “They need to
explain why they were getting
regular payments from tainted
sources,” said the NIA official.

Salahuddin hasbeen basedin
PoK since the late 1980s when he
founded the Hizbul Mujahideen,
Jammu and Kashmir’s biggest
indigenous militant group, after
unsuccessfully contesting the
1987 assembly elections.



