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‘Over 270min
Indla moved

United Mations: Over 270
million people in India mo-
ved out of poverty in the de-
cadesince 2005-06 and the po-
verty rate in the country ne-
arly halved over the 10-year
period, apromisingsign that
poverty is being tackled glo-
bally, aceording to latest esti-
matesreleased on Thursday.
‘The 2018 global Multidi-
mensional Poverty Index
released here by the United
Nations Development Pro-
eramme and the Oxford Po-
verty and Human Develop-
ment Initiative noted that in
India, 271 million moved out
of poverty between 2005/06
and 2015/16. The country’s
poverty rate has nearly hal-
ved, falling from 56%t0o 28%
over thel0-yvear period.
India is the first country
forwhich progress over time
has been estimated. “Altho-
ugh the level of poverty is
staggoring, soisthe progress
that can be made in tackling
it” UNDP administrator
Achim Steinersaid. en
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globally, says report

pContinued fromP 1

“he 2018 global Multidi-
‘ mensional Poverty In-
dex (MPI) released

here by the United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP) and the Oxford Pov-
erty and Human Develop-
ment Initiative (OPHI) said
that about 1.3 billion people
live In multidimensional
poverty globally.

This is almost a guarter
of the population of the 104
countries for which the 2018
MPI is calculated. Of these
1.3billion,almost half —46%
— are thought to be living in
sovere poverty and are de-
prived in at least half of the
dimensions covered in the
MPL, itsaid.

While there is much that
needs to be done to tackle
poverty globally, there are
“promising signs that such
poverty can be, and is being,
tackled”.

“The Multidimensional
Poverty Index gives insights

that are vital for understand-
ing the many ways in which
people experience poverty,
and it provides a new per-
spective on the scale and na-
ture of global poverty while
reminding us that eliminat-
ing it in all its forms is far

The estimates showed
that half of all people
living in poverty are
younger than 18 years

from impossible.” UNDP ad-
ministrator Achim Steiner
said.

Although similar com-
parisons over time have not
yet been calculated for other
countries, the latest informa-
tion from UNDP’s Human
Development Index shows
significantdevelopment pro-
gress in all regions, includ-
ing many sub-Saharan Afri-
can countries.

Between 2006 and 2017,

life expectancy increased

over seven years insub-Saha-
ran Africa and by almost
four yvears in South Asia, and
enrolment rates in primary
education areup to100%.

This bodes well for im-
provements in multidimen-
sional poverty.

The new flgures show
that In 104 primarily low- and
middle-income countries,
662 million children are con-
sidered multidimensionally
poor. In 35 countries, half of
dall children are poor. The
MPI 1ooks beyond income to
understand how people expe-
rience poverty in muiltiple
andsimultaneols ways.

It identifies how people
are being left behind across
three key dimenslons:
health, education and living
standards, lacking such
things as clean water, sanita-
tion, adeguate nuirition or
primary education. Those
whoaredeprived in atleasta
third of the MPI's compo-
nents are defined as multidi-
mensionally poor, acencies



