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‘Unreasanable htgh- pttched assessments must stop’
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Stop harassing taxpayers,

CBDT warns I-T officers
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committee of senior [-T oﬁic:als.
an order was found unreasonable or
high-pitched, was empowered by the
CBDT totake remedial action to rec-
+ tify the demand and ensure that the
_taxpayer was not harassed.

However, CBDT chairman Sushil
Chandra, in his letter, said the per-
formance of these committees in the
past three years “has not been found
to be satisfactory”. The tax depart-

i ment has taken action against at

least 10 assessing officers (AOs) till
now as: part of this drive, but still
enough is not being done, a senior
official told PTI.

Mr Chandra said last year (2016-

i 17), the reports filed by the regions,

i after prodding from CBDT, were
i found to be either deflcient or
i incomplete.
i “For 2017-18, not a smgle report of
i local committees from any of the
regions has been recewe
board,” the chairman said in the let-
ter. M Chandra said he has got "per-

by the

sonal feedback” that these commit-
tees are either vacant at many loca-
tions due to the transfer or promo-
tion of a member or meetings were
not being held regularly, “You would
also appreciate that all these defi-
ciencies in the functioning of local
committees are hamperﬁ:lg their
effectiveness in tackling hlgh
pitched assessments in an institu-

‘tional manner,” he said.

He said in cases where such assess-
ments are found, an explanation
should be sought ﬁrom the assessing
officer and in select cases, the offi-
eial should be transferred to a non-
sensitive post without any delay and

disci linary action initiated against

er: “No coercive action should
be taken for recovery of demand in
cases which have been identified as
hlgh-pitched by the local commit-
tee,” the chairman said.

The CBDT chief also directed that
a compliance report on these cases
be sent to the board every three
months.



