(PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU
T I SR
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

IR ABR

Hindustan Times, Delhi
Monday, 4th June 2018; Page: 1
Width: 27.28 cms; Height: 25.32 cms; a3r; ID: 16.2018-06-04.8

Panel wants CBSE to

shorten exam season

PLUGGING LEAKS Suggested rejig could cut Boards duration from 7 to 4 weeks

NeelamPandey . . .
« neelam pandey@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Reducing the board
exam season from the current
seven weeks to around a month
could be one way toimprove the
processand also preventleaks of
papers, a committee formed by
the human resource develop-
ment ministry after the recent
CBSE papers leak incident is
likely torecommend, Hindustan
Timeshaslearnt.
Doingsowould invelve consid-
erablelogistical juggling, though,
because CBSE (Central Board of
Secondary Education) offers 168
coursesin Class 12and 70in Class
10, and multiple permutations
and combinations are possible.
Given that there are no restric-
tions on what students can opt
for, conductingtheseexams usu-
ally takes about seven weeks, a
member of the committee said.
Theway out, added this person
who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity, may be to pick courses
that have been opted for by very
few studentsand have theschools
where these students study be the

PROPOSED CHANGES

To prevent leaks such
as that of the Class 12
Economics and Class
10 Mathematics

Hold exams for subjects opted by

very few students in the school of
the examinee before the main board
examinations

question paper this

Follow double-encryption for exam

year, a committee papers
formed by the HRD Print the paper at the examination
ministry has recom- centre

mended shortening
the process of exams.

Provide watermarks on question
papers for every exam centre

Here are some
suggested steps:

baseforthe board examsinsuch
courses thatcanactually beheld
before the other board exams
begin. Forinstance, in 2018, only
threestudents optedforacourse
in musie production, one for a
course in maternal and child
health, and one for a course on
fundamentals of nursing.

“For such courses and other
similar courses we can set the
school itself as the centre (cur-
rently external centres are

Offer baskets of subjects from which
students can choose

selected). This will ensure that
theseexamsare held earlierand
those that have more number of
students wecan holditin March
and complete them within a
month’stime,” this person said.
This could reduce the exam
period from seven weeks to four
orfive weeks. The committee has
also suggested followingadouble
encrypted system for exam
papers whichis foolproof.
“Under the system the exam

paper will be doubly encrypted
and will be printed at the centre
itself. Logistics of electricity,
printers and manpower will be
taken careof. Thiswill reduce the
chances of any paper leak sub-
stantially,” added the member.

Another suggestion by the
panelisthat the question papers
should have watermarks depend-
ing on the exam centres. That
way, ifthereisaleak, itbecomes
easy to identify the centre from
which the leak has happened.

Meanwhile, the panel hasalso
had a subsidiary discussion on
whether CBSE should offer bas-
kets of subjects and the students
can pick from various baskets.
ICSE and IB, two other boards,
offer around 30 to 35 subjects in
board exams.

The panel headed by VS
Oberoi, aformer secretary ofthe
ministry of human resource
development, and comprising
sevenothers, wasformedin April
after the Class 10 mathematics
and Class 12 economies papers
leaked, which triggered criticism
ofthe way theboard held exams.
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CBSE

A re-test was held for Class 12
students, but CBSE decided
againstone for Class 10.

The HRD had tasked the com-
mittee with reviewingall aspects
related tosecurity checks builtin
to the examination system to
ensure that question papers
reach the examinees without
being tampered with. The panel
was alsoasked to assess potential
points of weaknessin the present
system of transporting question
papersfrom the printing presses
totheexamination halls.



