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FRIENDLY MEET Two countries talk about
central and regional military headquarters

Sino-Indian Secys
Discuss Setting up
Defence Hotlines

New Delhi also raises
Beijing’s intransigence
to act against Pak-based
terrorist Masood Azhar

DipanjanRoy.Chaudhury
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Indian and Chinese
defence secretaries met in the
Capital on Tuesday to discuss set-
tingup of hotlines between the cen-
tral and regional military head-
quarters of the two countries.
Beijing's intransigence to act
against Pakistan-based terrorists
such as Masood Azhar was also
the highlight of the talks between
the secretaries. India also raised
its concernsover China’s support
to the Pakistani establishment,
including its backing for
Islamabad’s activities in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.
Defence secretary Sanjay Mitra
and his Chinese counterpart Lt
General Shao Yuanming, the dep-
uty chief of Joint Staff
Department, Central Military
Commission of People’s
Liberation Army, met within
months of Chinese defence min-
ister Wei Fenghe’s India visit.
During Chinese defence minis-
ter’s visit here in August, both
sides had agreed to create anew
memorandum of understanding
on defence exchanges and coop-
eration, with India suggesting
setting up of more than one mili-

tary hotline, including between
the local commands. During the
meeting, the two sides had
agreed to create hotline at the
level of the Director General of
Military Operations.

Indian Army had been maintain-
ing that hotline should be set up
between its DGMO and its equiva-
lent in the People’s Liberation
Army. But China had proposed
that as its Western Theatre
Command is located opposite
India, its commander should en-
gage with the Indian DGMO. India
had been maintaining that proto-
col should be followed.

The new Sino-Indian MoU will
replace the one signed on defence
cooperation in 2006, wherein the
two countries had agreed to regu-
larly hold military exchanges and
joint military exercises.
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