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PM offers Imran ‘constructive
engagement’ but no early talks

Reminds Pak Of
Need To Tackle
Terror & Violence

Tives News Ne twonrk

New Delhi/Islamabad: Pri-
me Minister Narendra Modi
has written tonewly sworn-in
PaKistan PM Imran Khan ex-
pressing India’s commitment
t0 a “meaningful and const-
ructive engagement™ and re-
calling their recent conversa-
tion about a shared vision of
peace to rid the Indian sub-
continent of terrorism.

Modi wrote to Khan im-
mediately after the Pakistani
leader’s swedaring-in on Au-
gust 18 about the need to build
good nelghbourly relations

—Shah Mahmood Qureshi |
Pak foreign minister

“ (We have a) shared vision
- to bring peace, security and
@ prospe rity to the Indian subcontinent
" 4. inorder to make it free of terror
Al and violence and focus
on development...

—Indian PM NARENDRA MODI
to Pak PM mmlfnmm

“ We need a continuous, N
uninterrupted dialogue.
It is the only wise course for us

— 3
g

and engagement for the bene-
fitof the peopleof theregion,
official sources said in Delhi.
Indian officials, however, cla-
rified that this should not be
read as an invitation to res-
tart the comprehensive bila-

teral dialogue launched in
December 2015.

The clarification from In-
dian officials came after Pa-
kistan foreign minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi said in Is-
lamabad that Modi's letter

“indicated the beginning of
talks between the two count-
ries”. This was denied by In-
dian officials who sald no
sugeestion had been made for
resumptionof the formaldia-
logue process.

Later, in an official state-
ment, Pakistan also denied
sayingthat Modi hadmadean
offer of dialogue. The two lea-
ders underlined the signifi-
cance of moving ahead thro-
ugh constructive engage-
ment, said the statement.

GQureshi sald Pakistan
was keen to rebuild ties with
Afghanistan and India. “We
need a continuous, uninter-
rupted dialogue. It is the only
wise course for us,” he said,
adding Kashmir was an issue
that needed to be resolved.

»Dangling N-threat, P 11
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Dangling
N-threat, Pak
minister talks

of dialogue

Pakistan PM Imran Khan

p-Continued fromP1

fhjle expressing a de-
\\ sire for dialogue, Pa-

' Kistaniforeign minis-
ter Shah Mahmood Qureshi
said he would like to tell India
that both nations were nucle-
ar powers, “We cannot afford
any adventurism as response
timeis short. Wecannotlivein
enmity and we have to accept
that there are outstanding is-
sues,” hesaid.

In his letter to Pakistan
PM Imran Khan, Modi re-
called his phone conversation
in which, government sourc-
es here said, they spoke of
“their shared vision to bring
peace, security and prosper-
ity to the Indian subcontinent
in order to make it free of ter-
ror and violence, and to focus
on development”.

As India assesses the new
government in Islamabad, it
is unlikely to dilute the cen-
trality of terrorism to any im-
proved ties.

Modi had taken up the
need for a terror-free environ-
ment in the region in his con-
versation on July 30 with
Khan in which he had reiter-
ated “his vision of peace and
development in the entire
neighbourhood”.

“[The] PM wrote tothenew
PM of Pakistan, Imran Khan,
on August 18 congratulating
him on his assumption of
charge. He expressed the be-
lief that the smooth transi-
tion of government in Pakis-
tan would strengthen and ce-
mentpeople’s belief indemoc-
racy,” an official source said
in Delhi, hours after Qureshi
said PM Modi had written
to Khan.

Islamabad is keen to host
the Saarc summit this yearand
while Pakistani sources didn't
ruleout the possibility of Khan
officially inviting Modi, Indian
officials said it was too early to
think along those lines. India
blocked the summit after the
Uriattack in2016in which19In-
dian soldiers were killed by ter-
rorists from across the horder.
Indian sources recalled the
MEA statement welcoming
polls in Pakistan in which it
hoped Pakistan wouwld work
constructively to build a safe,
stable, secure and developed
South Asia free of terror and
violence.

Reacting to the controver-
sy over Qureshi’s statement,
forwhich it blamed the Indian
media, Pakistan said Qureshi
hadnotstated that “theIndian
Prime Minister had made an
offer of a dialogue”, but had
said that the Indian PM in his
letter also mentioned “some-
thing similar to what the for-
eign minister elucidated ear-
lier i.e. that the way forward
was only through construoc-
tive engagement”.




