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India-backed Afghan Dam
to Put Pak Under Pressure

PROPOSED SHAHTOOT DAM Pak feels New Delhi role in such projects will restrict water flow
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New Delhi: India and Pakis-
tans discord over water will

Water Woes

Snantoot dam construction | Dam to provide potable water
to over two million residents of -

lIkely to reguire around

$300 million
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now spill over to Afghanistan as or land In Char Asiab & Knhalrabad _
wellwithDelhiready tohelpthe  Kabul river Tiows Into Khyber Pakhtunkhwa In Pakistan d E L
s ‘@wonlmgeﬂgb' e ;rga";g 4 Afghanistan fears that signing a treaty With Pak may make , -
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vernment e Shahtoot
damnear Kabul, aprojectwhich construction of the Shahtoot LONG-TERM PLAN Islamabad believes that the
isnotlikely togodown wellwith dam was formally conveyed to proposed dam, as well as other
Pakistan and its new dispensa-  Afghanistan when senior offici- : PaKWan{S  smilar projects on the Kabul ri
tlon. Islamabad had reserva- alsof the two governments met { B ver and its tributaries in Afgha-
tions against all Indiafunded inKabullastweekforthesecond | N\ toasign nistan, will squeeze the flow of
projects in thg landlocked Afe- meeting of Joint Working Gro- | D“ateral water to Pakistan.
hanistan and claims that this wup on Development Coopera- Pakistan has been nudging
dam will restrict the flow of wa- tion (JWG-DC), persons famili- . Afehanistan to sign a bilateral
terto Pakistan. ar with the matter indicated to treaw on Sn‘a “ﬂg Uf treaty on the sharingof waterof
New Delhi has embarked on ET. 1 vi ‘ Kabul river and its tributaries,
the new project more than two The Kabul river originates Kabu' rwer Water but it has not yet received a posi-
years after completing the Sal- from Sanglakh Range of Hindu Chahar Asiab disirict near the tive response from the Afghan
ma dam at Herat Province in  Kush mountain and flows thro- capital of Afghanistan. government, which fears that

western Afghanistan — the last
in a series of major infrastric-
ture projects it had supported to
help the reconsiruction of the
war-ravaged country since 2001.

India’s decision to support the

ugh Kabul, Surobi and Jalala-
bad in Afghanistan before flo-
wing into Ehyber Pakhtunkh-
wa In Pakistan. The Shahtoot
dam is proposed to be built inon
a tributary of Kabul river in

New Delhi's plan to support
Kabul build the Shahtoot dam is
likely to trigger protest in Pakis-
tan, which has since long been
jittery about India’s role in the
rebuilding of Afghanistan.

sucha treaty mightmake it diffi-
cult for it to go ahead with its
plan to build irrigation and
hydro-electric projects on the
Kabul river basin, hinted Afg-
han government officials.



