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ARUP ROYCHOUDHURY &
SANJEEB MUKHERIEE
New Delhi, 26 May

Th&Cenuvafs congidering

4 £200 billion Yrrigation -

package for drought-hit

areas 01’ Maharashtra, which
see the highest incidences of
farmersuicides in the country,
The package, which is
expected to be announced
soon, will provide funds for
completion of 108 major and

minor stalled irrigation proj- i
ects in the state,

These projects, located in
drought-proneas well as other
50 per
centof the work has been com-
pleted and the project has beén

-stélledsincethen.

- 'On completion of the proj-
ects, an extra 7.75 lakh hectares
of land will come under irriga-
ton Mthestﬂta-

cent or X150

d75_ :

billion 0 inding for this

kage wiﬂ come from
National Bank for Agriculture
and Rural Development
(NABARD)’s long-term irriga-
tion fund while the remaining
%50 billion s expected to come
from the Centre’s coffers,

~ Union road transportand high-

ways minister Nitin Gadkari

J toidBusinessSmndard

“Tt (the package) is for the

distressed farmers who are

committing suicide due to the
severe drought. A formal cabi-
netnoteon thesameisexpect
ed to be moved soon,” Gadkari,
who is speaﬂzeading the ini-
tative, said.

The total package will be of
around ¥200 billion out of

‘which75 per cent will be from
NABARD and the rest from

the Centre, _
Gadkari said the need for

mm wlllﬂmdﬂe ﬁmdﬂhwcompleﬁonolloamn}or' -

andnﬁnormnedlnmuonmm

tesources data, &howed that
_around 68 per cent of the coun-

mmmdue:hepre-
vious the C -NCP
government starting 108 irri-

gaﬂonpm}ecw ﬁarwhich them_ ing

was still a requiz
almdstfsmo .
“We need money for these
projects. The Chief Minister
(Devendra - Fadnavis) had
sought funds for it and we are

arranging it,” he said.

Along-term irrigation fund.

was set up in NABARD in 2017
17with an initial corpuis of 2200
billion. It was later increased to
2400 billion.

In the 201819 budget, it was

announced that the scope of
the fund would be expanded to
coverspec!ﬂedcommandam
development projects.
Maharashtra has nﬂt;jser-

cent cover.

In the year 2014 and 2015,
India witnessed the fourth con-
secun‘vedmughtjn the last 115

years since 1900,

An ICRIER Working Paper

quoting the ministry of water

ttyispmnatodroughlinvary-
{roug tmm(mnuﬂm-
all between 750 mm to 1125
mra)whlles:ipezmnﬂschmn--
leally drought prone (annual
rainfall isless than 750 mm).

The Marathwada region of

‘Maharashtrais onesuch chron-

ically drought-prone region
which faced acute watershort-
age in: the 2014-15 andl 2015-16

fall gleﬂciemy of 33 per cent
and 35 per cent respectively,
the ICRIER paper said.

Such was the intensity of
the drought that the state gov-
ernment had to run special
trains called Jaldoot Express'to

ansport almost 2595 lakh

\ _ﬁwﬁmwmma-i |

1 at a State expen-

" diture of &2.3 million in order

to meet the drinking water
shortage of the region, |

Handling the water crisis in
Maharashtra has been one of
major aims of the BIP-ruled
state government. .



