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Modi not given his words on special status to AP, PMO has no role in taking back Rs. 350 cr, TDP

walked out of alliance due to domestic compulsions- Dr. Jitendra Singh
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Funds not released because of not submitting Utility certificate, no other political reason- Says Dr. Jitendra Singh
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No timeframe for releasing funds: Jitender Singh

OUuUR BUREAU

Vijayawada: The North-East re-
gion of the country witnessed
tremendous development after
the BJP-led NDA government
appointed a separate ministry
for its development, said Jiten-
der Singh, Union Minister of
State for North East Develop-
ment and in PM Office, while in-
teracting with newsmen here on
Wednesday.

With the help of power point
presentation, the Union Minis-
ter listed out a slew of develop-
ments that took place during the
last years of NDA rule in the
country. He maintained that de-
monetisation and GST have im-
mensely benefited the society.

Referring to Kovada nuclear
plant, Jitender Singh said that
the problem would be sorted out
and the nuclear plant would be
set up as per the schedule.

Earlier, when he asked the
media persons what was hap-
pening around, many of them
promptly said that the state peo-

HANSPINDIA

@ Says difficult for the Centre
to meet the demand for

special category status if
other states also seek for it

® Denies TDP charge
that Rs 350 crore was taken
back at the behest of PMO
after releasing the same
to state government

Union Minister Dr .Jitender
Singh addressing a press
conference in Vijayawada
on Wednesday

Thu, 31 May 2018
epaper. thehansindia.com/c/29118646

ple are demanding special cate-
gory status for the state. Then
the Union Minister started de-
fending the action of his party
flatly accusing the TDP of walk-
ing out of the alliance.

It was not possible for the
Centre to meet the demand for
special category status if other
states also seek for it, the Union
Minister said.

“The Centre is ready to pro-
vide all possible help to the state
but there could not be any time-
frame for releasing of funds,” he
said and added that there is no
provision in the constitution re-
garding the timeframe.

When pointed out that even
after four years the state doesn’t
have legislature houses, high
court or offices for any depart-
ment, the Union Minister said
that they will all come in due
course of time.

Jitender Singh said the TDP
walked out of the alliance due to
domestic compulsions. “The BJP
did not ask the TDP to walk out
of the alliance any time,” he

added. He denied the TDP
charge that Rs 350 crore was
taken back at the behest of PMO
after releasing the same to the
state government. “It has some-
thing to do with the Finance
Ministryand the PMO hasnoth-
ing to do with it,” he averred.

Though the Centre wanted
to complete the Polavaram proj-
ect, the Minister said state gov-
ernment has taken up the con-
struction for the reasons better
known toit.

He also ruled out the TDP
chief N Chandrababu Naidu’s
charge that BJP president Amit
Shah sought submission of util-
isation certificates for the Cen-
tre’s released funds.

The Minister said the
BJP president said that UCs
were not submitted properly.
When pointed out being the
head of the political party how
could he ask for UCs, the minis-
ter said the Chief Ministeris also
the head of the political party
and it was a query from the head
to head.
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 PM fulfilled 80% promises
‘made to AP, says Union min

- ‘CM Was Initially
- Okay With Not
 Getting The SCS’

Tiraes News Nerwonx

¢ Vijavawada: Union minister
i of state for atomic energy and
i development of North Eas-
i tern Region, Jitendra Singh
i heavily criticised Telugu De-
i sam Party (TDP) for pulling
i out of the BJPded NDA go-
i vernment at the Centre.

i Interacting with themedia
i persons here on Wednesday,
i Singh alleged TDP president
i and chief minister Chandra-
i babu Naidu for spreading fal-
i se information in the state
i against the BJP and the Cen-
i tral government. “Naidu had
i been partof the NDA govern
i ment for four years. [ wonder
i what hasprompted himtorea-
i lisethat injusticeisdonetothe
i state in thelast year,” he said.

: The Union minister justifi-
i ed the Central government’s
i decision to give the special
¢ package to the Andhra Pra-
i deshinstead of theSpecial Ca-
i tegory Status (SCS) and said
i thatNaiduhad initially welco-
+ med the package,

; “Now his U-urn is only a

political decisionashefearsof

Naidu's U-turnisonly
apolitical decisionas
hefears of defeat and wants
toride onthe sentimental
issues. And, BJP will always
beakey player and Naidu
shouldrealise
thateveryvote
s =l countsin the
’ | battle
4 JSitendra Singh

| Union mmasTen

defeat and wants torideonthe
sentimental issues of the peo-
ple," be said.

He also asserted that Pri-
me Minister Narendra Modi
was committed to the develop-
ment of the Andhra and that
he has fulfilled more than 8)
per cent of the promises made
during the 2014 elections.

Naidu had openly said that
BJP was the main enemy of
Andhra in the forthcoming
elections. But taking a stern
stance against Naidu, Singh
said, “In politics, BJP will al-
ways be a key player and
Chandrababu Naidu should
realise that every vote is acco-
untable in the battle,” He also
ruled out having any electoral
understanding with the Jana
Sena or YSR Congress in the
next elections.
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‘No time-frame for fulfilling Centres
promlses says Union Minister

Nothing wrong with Amit Shali's query on utilisation certificates, he says

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA ;

Union Minister of State,
PMO, Personnel and Deve-
lopment of North Eastern
Region Jitendra Singh on
Wednesday said there was
no time frame for fulfilling
the promises made by the
Central government to And-
hra Pradesh.

At an interaction with me-

dia persons here, Dr. Singh
was asked how long the State
government was expected to
‘wait for the implementation
of the Special Category Sta-
tus or the Special Assistance
Measure (Special Package) in

~lieu of the SCS, the Polava-
ram project and the funds
for capital. He was here to
brief media about the
achievements of the Modi
government on the comple-
tion of four years.

He said the State govern-
ment should have waited pa-
tiently instead of walking out
of the NDA. “The Centre
feels this walk out by Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu was more to do with
domestic political compul-

Unlon Mlnlster of State Jitender Singh addressmg apress
conference in Vijayawada on Wednesday. =CH.VIJAYA BHASKAR

sions rather than non-fulfil-
ment of promises. When he
could wait for three years
and nine months why not for
some more time?”

Even otherwise the
Centre would not have grant-
ed the SCS as many States
would have come up with si-
milar demand. He said
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi had not made any pro- .
‘mise on the SCS any time. He

was not aware if Mr. Modi
made the promise during
election campaign in Tirupa-

tiin 2014. .
The Minister said the State
was reluctant to accept SAM

though Union Finance Minis-
‘ter Arun Jaitley “even asked

AP government to which ac-
count the funds under it are
to be transferred”. He dis-
agreed with a reporter who
pointed out no funds flowed
to the State under SAM over
a year after its announce-

- ment.

To another question, he
found nothing wrong in BJP
president Amit Shah asking

the AP government about
the utilisation certificates for
the Central funds released
for the capital. He would not
go by media reports that the
PMO had intervened and
withdrawn %350 crore re-
leased for the development
of the backward districts in
AP.

Asked about the huge allo-
cation for the Dholera smart
city in Gujarat and not much
for Amaravati, he said the
Modi government har-
boured no bias. It believed in
equitable flow irrespective of
the political party ruling a
State. He wondered the mo-
tive behind AP insisting on
executing the Polavaram
project when the Centre was
prepared to take it up.

" Dr. Singh said the USP of
the Central government was
credibility and trust worthi-

ness enjoyed by Mr. Modi. It

was because of his leader-
ship that tough decisions like

“demonetisation and GST

could be taken. These were
part of the efforts to keep
pace with global competi-
tion and'economic chan‘gey




