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ASSERTING that during the last
48 months India has witnessed
an extraordinary transformation
inalmostall thespheres ofhuman
activity and progress, Union
Health and Family Welfare
Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda said
developmental initiatives and
relentless efforts of the National
DemocraticAlliance Government
at the Centre led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
ensured thatthe benefits of devel-
opment have reached the last
mile in the remotest corner of
the country.

The Union Health and Social
Welfare Minister while address-
ing a press conference here on
Mondayto highlight the achieve-
ments and initiatives taken by
the NDA government under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
during the last four years said
that the range of policy initia-
tives of the NDA governmentwas
notorﬂylmpresswebutalsospec-
tacular and historic in all fields.
The initiatives taken by the gov-

ernment include local to global,
ruraland urban- touchingallsec-
tions of society in holistic man-
ner. The policy initiatives have
encouraged active public partic-
ipation of people with an aim of
“Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas”
through “Saaf Niyat for SahiVikas
(clearintentions for proper devel-
opment)”.Nadda said that an
emphatic increase in tax com-
pliance have been registered in
these four years where number
of ITRs registered a jump of 80.5
percent from 3.79 crore in 2013-
14 to 6.84 crore in 2017-18. Thus
the economy is taking stride
towards transparency from non-
transparency. We are moving
ahead towards transparent econ-
omy. He added that to achieve
cashless societyor cashless trans-
action, it takes time to get habit-
uated but if this is the way, it is
the shortest way, he said.
Nadda said development is
reaching the poorest ensuring
better life for all with special focus
hasbeen given to the progress of
the women, youth, farmers and
all those sections of the society
whichrequired spécial attention.

He said so much work has been
doneinlastfouryears thatit can-
not be quantified in an half hour
press conference, but he is try-
ing to quantify the same by tak-
ing up the salient features,
Nadda said for ensuring better
lives for all and development of
the poorest sections of the soci-

ety, the government started the

financial inclusion scheme Jan
Dhan Yojna for securing the un-
banked. Till now, 31.52 crore Jan
Dhanaccounts havebeen opened
under the scheme.

Approximately, 13.25 crore peo-
pleareinsured with personal acci-
dent coverunder Pradhan Mantri
Suraksha Bima YojnaatRs 12 per
year. Pradhan Mantri Jivan Jyoti
Bima Yojna benefited 5.22 crore
familieswith alifeinsurance cov-

er at Rs 330 per year. Caring for

the welfare and financial securi-
ty of senior citizens, Pradhan
MantriVayaVandanaYojna, gives
assured 8% interest rate for 10
yearsto senior citizens. Moreover,

the investment limit is doubled .

to Rs 15 lakh and the scheme is
extended till 2020.
The Minister further elaborat-

edonvariousinitiatives thathave
been taken to ensure trans-
parency, eliminate corruption
and unearth theblackmoney. He
added that the Union
Government has always accord-
ed highest priority to the welfare
of farmers and progress of agri-
culture and allied sectors in the
country. Initiatives like deter-
mining 1.5 times of production
cost as Minimum Support Price
forKharifcrops, distributingmore
than 12.5 crore Soil Health Cards,
establishing e-NAM platforms to
integrate 585 regulated markets
for fetching best prices shows
commitmentofthe Government
towards the resolve,

Givinginformation on achieve- *
ments in health care sector,
Nadda said that health care, was
the prime focus area of the
Government. Ayushman Bharat,
world’s largest Health Insurance
Initiative, as announced in the
budget 2018-19, aims to provide
coverage to more than 50 crore
Indian citizens.

The Union Health Minister said
that the Government is commit-
ted to build new infrastructure
for New India. Around 1 crore
houses were built for the poor
under PM Awas Yojna. The gov-
ernment is committed to devel-
op 100 Smart Cities at an expen-
diture of over Rs 2 lakh crore.
More than 1.69 lakh kilometers
of rural roads built in last four
years and speed of highway con-
struction hasgoneup from 12 km
per day to 27 kms per day in last
4 years. The Bharat Mala project
aims to connect the entire coun-
try with a network of highways
atacost of more than Rs 5,35,000
crore. Under the rural electrifi-
cation scheme, the Government
achieved its objective of electri-
fying all the villages across the

.country. Taking the commitment

further, the Government under
Saubhagyainitiative nowaimsto -
provide electricity to around 4
crore household. '
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“ Modi govt workmg for
development of all: Nadda

Times News NETWORK

Raipur: Union health mini-
ster Jagat Prakash Nadda
on Monday said that the Modi
1 government has introduced
¢ many structu-
8| ral reforms
and welfare
scherhes to
better lives of
every section
of the society.

Nadda said that all the initiatives and reforms have
ignited the transformation in rural areas. Quoting
statlstlcs, he said that the last four years have seen a
jump in all sectors leading to India becoming a global

growth engine

working for the development
of poorest. To bolster his po-
int, Nadda listed schemes
such as Jan Dhan Yojana, Jan
Suraksha Yojana, direct be-

The union minister said *:

there was a growth in India’s :
share in world GDP, whichro-

se from 1.75 percent in 2011 to
2.43 percent in 2013 and tou-

Nadda was addressing a nefit transfer that eliminates ched 3.08 percent during the

pressconference hereonfour middlemen,inadditiontothe last fouryears.

years of Modigovernment. support given to farmers, Talking about the Ayush-
_Therehasbeenagiantle- skill development and self- man Bharat scheme, .the he-

ap during the last four years employment schemes among alth ministersaid that all sta-

in all sectors, be it the social others. teswill sign MoUs with Natio-

sector, farmer welfare, he- Hesaidthatalltheinitiati- nal Health Mission to imple-

alth, education or infrastruc-
ture. Our aim is to quantify

ves and reforms have ignited
the transformation in rural

ment the mega scheme - to

setup wellness centresacross

thisachievementthroughthe areas. Quoting statistics, he the country and provide Rs 5
- statistics,” he said. said that the last four years lakh to the people living be-
Talking about the BJP go- haveseena quantumjumpin low poverty line by June 15.

vernment’s scheme, the he- allsectors leadingtoIndiabe- Hesaidthatthe programme’s
alth minister sent the messa- coming a global growthengi- focus is affordable health ca-
ne. retothemasses.

N e across that the Centre was
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