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Indiaiskeyto
EU's globalrole

Merkel wants tolook beyond
the US. Modi can help

urope has often declared its intention to be an
independent player on the world stage. But in
every case, Europe has fallen far short of its
promise and, in times of crisis, gone back to the
Atlantic alliance and the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization. What
makes German Chancellor Angela ourtake
Merkel’s comments after the latest
Group of Seven summit that Europe should no longer be “com-
pletely” dependent on the USis that it was given by a German
leader and someone as cautious as Ms Merkel. Brussels and
Paris have alongrecord of similar statements. However, they
were always treated as sound and fury, signifying nothing,
because the beating heart of the EU was in Berlin. However,
after a disastrous G-7 summit in which US president Donald
Trump, declined to join the others on climate change and
denounced Germany for its trade policies, Ms Merkel felt that
1t was necessary to at least throw a few straws in the wind.

It is almost fortuitous that Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has come for the consultations held every two years between
New Delhi and Berlin at this point. The flip side to Ms Merkel’s
concerns at the Atlantic alliance is that Germany needs to
reach out to new and rising powers. Almost by default, India
should be first among equals in such an outreach. Russia is seen
as a source of trouble by Europe. China has a political system
thatis almost the antithesis of the post-sovereign, liberal demo-
cratic order of which the EU believesitis the bellwether. India
is not without its flaws, but its trajectory both economic and
political is much closer to what Europe and Germany would
feel comfortable with.

New Delhi haslong treated the EU only as an economic part-
ner because European countries seemed incapable of under-
standing that in places like Asia concepts the balance of power
and realpolitik were alive and Kicking. Germany has a chance
to show it understands this and begin using its considerable
financial and technological capacities to enhance Indian eco-
nomic and even military power.



